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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A dielectric bias system for communicating a signal between 
(a) a first electrical device having an output connection to supply the signal and (b) a second 
electrical device having an input connection to receive the signal, the system comprising: 

a first conduction path; 

dielectric material positioned along said first conduction path 3uch that transmission of a 
signal along said first conduction path tends to change the transmission properties of said first 
conduction path toward a relatively steady state^ as said dielectric material is exposed to said 
signal; and 

a means for impressing a bias potential across said dielectric material, the bias impressing 
means including at least one conductor ind e p e nd e nt of th e firot conduction pat hw hich is not a 
conduction path for a signal between the first and second electrical devices . 

2. (Currently amended) The dielectric bias system of Claim 1 , in which said bias 
impressing means includes at least two conductors which are not conduction paths for signals 
between the first and second electrical devices independ e nt of th e first conduction path . 

3. (Currently amended - same as previous Claim 3/1) A dielectric bias system for 
communicating a signal between (a) a first electrical device having an output connection to 
su pply the signal and (b) a second electrical device having an input connection to receive the 
signal the system comprising: 

a first conduction path: 

dielectric material positioned along said first conduction path such that transmission of a 
signal along said first conduction path tends to change the transmission properties of said first 
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conduction path toward a relatively steady state? as said dielectric material is exposed to said 
signal; and 

a means for impressing a bias potential across said dielectric material, the bias impressing 
means including at least one conductor independent of the first conduction pat hT h e di e l e G fe4e 
bias syst e m of Claim 1 or Claim 2 , wherein the bias impressing means includes an extemal 
energy source. 

4. (Original) The dielectric bias system of Claim 3, wherein the extemal energy 
source is a battery. 

5. (Currently amended - same as previous Claim 5/1) A dielectric bias system for 
communicating a signal between (a) a furst electrical device having an output coimection to 
supply the signal and (b) a second electrical device having an input connection to receive the 
signal the system comprising: 

a first conduction path: 

dielectric material positioned along said first conduction path such that transmission of a 
signal along said first conduction path tends to change the transmission properties of said first 
conduction path toward a relatively steady state? as said dielectric material is exposed to said 
signal; and 

a means for impressing a bias potential across said dielectric material, the bias impressing 
means including at least one conductor independent of the first conduction pat hT h e diel e ctric 
bias syst e m of Claim 1 , wherein the bias potential impressing means is an AC/DC converter. 

6. (Original) The dielectric bias system of Claim 1, wherein the signal is audio. 

7. (Original) The dielectric bias system of Claim 1 , wherein the signal is video. 
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8. (Currently amended) A dielectric bias system comprising: 

a means for communicating a signal between a first electrical device having an output 
connection to supply the signal, and a second electrical device having an input connection to 
receive the signal, the communicating means comprising a first conduction path; 

a means for receiving a bias potential, the receiving means associated with the first 
conduction path; 

a dielectric associated with the receiving means; and 

a means for impressing the bias potential across a selected portion of the receiving means 
such that the bias potential is impressed across the dielectric, the bias potential impressing means 
associated with a second conduction conductor that is not a conduction path for a signal between 
the first and second electrical devices p ath ind e p e nd e nt of th e first conduction path . 

9. f Currentlv amended) A dielectric bias system comprising: 

a means for communicating an electrical signal along a signal path connectable between a 
first electrical device having an output connection to supply the electrical signal, and a second 
electrical device having an input connection to receive the electrical signal, the communication 
means including; 

a first conductor defining the signal path; 

a s e cond conductor; 

a dielectric associated with the first and th e s e cond conductor; and 
a means for impressing a bias potential across the dielectric such that the bias potential is 
not a source of current in the signal pat h between the first and second electrical devices . 
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10. (Original) A system for communicating a voltage varying electrical signal along a 
signal path between electrical devices, including: 

a first conductor defining a signal path for communicating the electrical signal; 
a second conductor independent of the first conductor; 
a dielectric associated with the first and second conductors; and 
an external energy source for electrically impressing a biasifig potential across the 
dielectric such that the bias is not a source of current in the signal path. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of Claim 1 0, wherein the external energy source is a 

battery. 

12. (Original) The system of Claim 10, wherein the external energy source is an 
AC/DC converter. 

13. (Original) The system of Claim 10, wherein the signal is audio. 

14. (Original) The system of Claim 1 0, wherein the signal is video. 

15. (Original) The system of Claim 13, wherein the first and second conductors and 
dielectric are part of an audio cable, and said external energy source is mounted on said cable. 

16. (Original) The system of Claim 14, wherein the first and second conductors and 
dielectric are part of a video cable, and said extemal energy source is mounted on said cable. 

17. (Original) A method of biasing a dielectric comprising the steps of: 
providing a dielectric bias system having a means of communicating a voltage varying 

electrical signal along a signal path between electrical devices, the communicating means 
including a first conductor defining the signal path for conununicating the electrical signal; a 
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second conductor; a dielectric associated with the first conductor and the second conductor; an 
external source for impressing a bias across the dielectric; 

impressing the bias potential across the dielectric such that the bias potential is not a 
source of current in the signal path; 

supplying the voltage varying electrical signal between the electrical devices; 

removing the voltage varying electrical signal between the electrical devices; and 

maintaining the bias potential impressed across the dielectric. 

1 8. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein the bias potential impressing mean is 
a battery. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein the signal is audio. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein the signal is video. 

21 . (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein the communicating means is an 
audio cable. 

22. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein the communicating means is a video 
cable. 

23. (Currently amended) A method of maintaining relatively steady electrical state 
within cables for stereo interconnects, including the steps of: 

providing a cable having a first path for transmitting a signal across the cable, said cable 
including dielectric material positioned along at least some portion of the first path; 

providing at least one conductor which is not in th e first nat h a conduction path for a 
signal along the interconnect, said at least one conductor operatively positioned adjacent at least 
a portion of said dielectric material; and 
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applying an energy source to said at least one conductor to impress a bias potential across 
the dielectric material. 

24. (Currently amended - same as previous Claim 23/24) A method of maintaining 
relatively steady electrical state within cables for stereo SBeakefSr-interconnects, € ^d the lik e , 
including the steps of: 

providing a cable having a first path for transmitting a signal across the cable, said cable 
including dielectric material positioned along at least some portion of the first path: 

providing at least one conductor which is not in the first path, said at least one conductor 
operativelv positioned adjacent at least a portion of said dielectric material: and 

a pplying an energy source to said at least one conductor to impress a bias potential across 
the dielectric materia lT h e m e thod of Claim 23, in which said step of applying an energy source is 
accomplished by a battery operatively affixed to the cable. 

25. (Currently amended) A method of cable "run-in" for effectively turning a cable 
into a non-discharging capacitor, including the steps of: 

providing a cable having a signal path and dielectric material associated with that path; 

applying a bias potential to the dielectric material fi'om an energy soxirce other than the 
signa l along a conductor which is not a conduction path for a signal between the first and second 
electrical devices: and 

maintaining that application of bias potential fi-om said other energy source independent 
of the signal. 

26. (New - same as previous Claim 3/2/1) A dielectric bias system for 
communicating a signal between (a) a first electrical device having an output connection to 
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supply the signal and (b) a second electrical device having an input connection to receive the 
signal, the system comprising: 
a first conduction path; 

dielectric material positioned along said first conduction path such that transmission of a 
signal along said first conduction path tends to change the transmission properties of said first 
conduction path toward a relatively steady state? as said dielectric material is exposed to said 
signal: and 

a means for impressing a bias potential across said dielectric material, the bias impressing 
means including at least one conductor independent of the first conduction path, in which said 
bias impressing means includes at least two conductors independent of the first conduction path, 
wherein the bias impressing means includes an external energy source. 

27. (New - same as previous Claim 4/3/2/1) The dielectric bias system of Claim 26, 
wherein the external energy source is a battery. 
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